
Eight years of ministry in the Diocese of Orlando have been a time of blessing and learning for me.  
 
I have been blessed and edified by the witnessing of a dedicated and ethnically diverse community. 
And I have come to know more of what the Church is really like on the local/people level. Working 
especially with the Council of Catholic Women and the Knights of Columbus has taught me to 
observe their needs and their collective impact on our local Church. Stepping into a broader 
community of parishes and their pastors has been very enlightening as well. So it is a wonderful 
opportunity for me to enter the deanery level of the CCW as it celebrates 50 years of achievement in 
our Diocese. 
 
Saint John Paul II often spoke and wrote the word “Be Not Afraid”. He also spoke of and for the 
dignity of women in the context of “a certain contemporary feminism " in an apostolic letter entitled 
Mulieris Dignitatem. I believe that the members of the CCW are called by their lives and works to 
promote the dignity of all by their own spiritual beauty and holiness in the context of their position 
in family life but also in the social and cultural life.  It’s a great mission! 
 
May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to be a powerful and creative inspiration in your lives. 
And never be afraid to follow her in all the challenges of today. 
 
Fr. Bill 
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IN CASE YOU ARE INTERESTED... 

Looking for some activities to do with friends or CCW sisters this Advent season? Check these out: 

 

December 7 at 7:30 - Christmas with the Basilica Choir, Mary Queen of the Universe. Tickets available 

online at https://maryqueenoftheuniverse.org/concerts/ 

 

December 8 from 11-1pm, Blessed Trinity Christmas Tea at the social hall. 

 

December 14 at 7pm - Lessons and Carols of Advent and Christmas, St. James Cathedral   
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Our own Central Deanery is hosting the ODCCW convention this year. You don’t want to miss it! 
Make sure you contact your Deanery Reps for information on the convention, especially the 
Saturday night event that will be at St. Thomas Aquinas in St. Cloud.  

 

The convention this year is April 27-29 and will be held at the Renaissance Hotel on 436 near the 
airport.  More information will be coming out at the beginning of 2019. 

 

GET READY FOR ODCCW CONVENTION Pope Francis’  

Prayer Intentions  

 

November 
 

• In the Service of 

Peace: That the 

language of love and 
dialogue may always 

prevail over the language 

of conflict..  

 

December 
 

• In the Service of the 

Transmission of 

Faith :  That people, 

who are involved in 

the service and 

transmission of faith, 

may find, in their 

dialogue with culture, 

a language suited to 

the conditions of the 

present time. 
 

January 

 

• Evangelization - 

Young People: That 

young people, 

especially in Latin 

America, follow the 

example of Mary and 

respond to the call of 

the Lord to 

communicate the joy 

of the Gospel to the 

world. 

“Patience is power. 

Patience is not an 

absence of action; 

rather it is "timing" 

it waits on the right time 

to act, 

for the right principles 

and in the right way.”  

― Fulton J. Sheen  

HISTORY OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

The following is from the Catholic Education Resource Center: 

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, 

signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted 

to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, 

immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The 

prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was 

made of holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of 

God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or 

seedpods used to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the 

wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to 

us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man 

and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents 

one thousand years, to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. 

Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, 

penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is 

lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; 

Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of 

Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive 

lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming 

into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead. 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptions include a white 

candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. 

Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose candles with four white candles, 

which will be lit throughout Christmas season. 
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Happenings Around the Deanery 

Congratulations to Mary Matheus who received the Mary, Mother of God Diocesan Medal from 

Bishop Noonan on November 4 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, Queen of the 

Universe.  The Mary, Mother of God Medal was established in 2008,. This award is bestowed 

upon local Catholics who display extraordinary leadership and service, especially in the areas of 

enkindling a deeper faith, forming leaders in Christ and harmonizing ministries to the mission 

of the Church. 

The women of Annunciation Council of Catholic Women helped Laurel Burns celebrate 90 

years of life! Happy Birthday Laurel and thank you for all that you continue to do for 

CCW! 

Central Deanery President, Debby Delaney-Mullett, presented 

Fr. Bill Slight with his very own  NCCW Advisor stole at the 

November 3rd Central Deanery Fall General Meeting. Debby 

shared the history of the stole with those attending the Deanery 

meeting and - she made the stole by hand!  



CATHOLIC DAYS AT THE CAPITOL 
 
Catholic Days at the Capitol is March 26-27, 2019 in Tallahassee. Each year Catholics from 
across the state gather in Tallahassee to participate in Catholic Days at the Capitol. This two-
day event provides an opportunity for the faithful to put a call to political responsibility into 
action and to strengthen the presence of Catholic values in the public square. By joining 
together to advocate for laws that protect and defend human life and dignity, Catholic 
Floridians can give a voice to some of the most vulnerable and marginalized populations in our 
state and help promote the common good for all Florida residents. 
 
Please be a part of this important event ! Contact your Legislative Advocacy chair for 
additional information . 

Glen’s Story Corner, from Relevant Radio Deanery Commission Chairs: 
 
Spirituality: 
Marie Fiske 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
m.fiske@earthlink.net  
 
Leadership: 
Betty Bonicioli  
St. Francis  
bettylou1254@cfl.rr.com  
 
Service: 
Rose DiSalvo 
Annunciation 
rose.disalvo@earthlink.net  
 
Legislation: 
Julie Drake 
Blessed Trinity 
jldrake38@gmail.com  

We’re on the Web: 

www.centraldeanery.com  
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December 
 
2 First Sunday of Advent 
8 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
9 Second Sunday of Advent 
16 Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
25 Christmas Day 
 
january 
19  ODCCW Winter Board Meeting 
 
february 
  2 Central Deanery Spring Board Meeting 
27 Catholic Days at the Capitol Registration Deadline 
28 Hugs for the Homeless Deadline - checks due to 

ODCCW  
  
  

CALENDAR   

Centra l  Deanery Sp ir i t  

Articles and dates for the  
February issue of The Spirit 

may be submitted by sending 
them before February 13th  to: 

 
 

Mary Anne O’Shea 
maryanne.oshea@gmail.com 

We’re on Facebook 

Look for ODCCW Central 

Deanery 

What’s in the Glass 

A psychologist walked around a room while teaching stress management to an audience. As 

she raised a glass of water, everyone expected they'd be asked the "half empty or half full" 

question. Instead, with a smile on her face, she inquired: "How heavy is this glass of water?" 

 

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 

 

She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it 

for a minute, it's not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my arm. If I hold it 

for a day, my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each case, the weight of the glass doesn't 

change, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes." She continued, "The stresses and 

worries in life are like that glass of water. Think about them for a while and nothing happens. 

Think about them a bit longer and they begin to hurt. And if you think about them all day 

long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of doing anything." 

It’s important to remember to let go of your stresses. As early in the evening as you can, put 

all your burdens down. Don't carry them through the evening and into the night. Remember 

to put the glass down!  
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